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I in South China Sea:

| Territorial Disputes: The primary issue revolves around conflicting terriforial
claims over islands, reefs, and maritime feafures in the South China Sea.
These claims are primarily between China and several Souftheast Asian
countries, including Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Brunei.

2. The Nine-Dash Line: China asserts ifs sovereignty over most of the South
China Sea based on the controversial Nine-Dash Line, which overlaps with the
exclusive economic zones (EEZs) and ferriforial waters of neighboring
countries, raising Tensions and disputes over maritime boundaries.

3. Military Build-up and Militarization: Countries with terriforial claims in the
South China Sea have engaged in military build-up and the construction of
military facilities on disputed islands and reefs. This militarization has
heightened fensions and raised concerns about the risk of conflict escalation
and instability in the region.

4. Freedom of Navigation: The South China Sea is one of the world's busiest
maritime frade routes, with a significant portion of global trade passing
through ifs waters. Concerns have been raised about potential threats to
freedom of navigation and overflight, as well as the security of commercial
shipping and maritime trade routes.

5. Resource Exploitation and Environmental Concerns: The South China Sea is
rich in natural resources, including oil, natural gas, and fisheries. Competing
claims over resource-rich areas have led to disputes over exploration and
exploifation rights, as well as concerns about environmental degradation and
unsustainable resource extraction practices.

6. Diplomatic Stalemate: Efforts fo address the South China Sea dispute
through diplomatic means, including negotiations and multilateral dialogue,
have often faced challenges due fo differences in positions and geopolitical
rivalries among the claimant states and external powers.

Way Forward:
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| Diplomatic Engagement and Conflict Resolution: Continued diplomatic
engagement and dialogue among the claimant states, facilitated by regional
organizations such as ASEAN, are essential for promoting confidence-building
measures and finding peaceful resolutions fo the disputes. This could involve
exploring creative solutions such as joint development agreements or
resource-sharing arrangements.

2. Adherence to International Law: Upholding the principles of international
law, particularly the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), is crucial for managing disputes and ensuring the peaceful
resolufion of conflicts in the South China Sea. All parties should commit to
resolving disputes in accordance with UNCLOS provisions and respect the
rights of coastal states and freedom of navigation for all.

3. Code of Conduct: The development and adoption of a legally binding Code of
Conduct (COC) for the South China Sea, negotiated among the claimant
states and endorsed by ASEAN and China, could help establish clear rules
and norms for behavior in the region, reduce fensions, and prevent incidents
at sea.

4. Confidence-Building Measures: Implementing confidence-building measures,
such as maritime cooperation, joint patrols, and information-sharing
mechanisms, can help build Tfrust among the claimant states and reduce the
risk of miscalculation or conflict escalation.

5. Regional Cooperation and Dialogue: Strengthening regional cooperation and
dialogue on maritime security, disaster response, environmental protection,
and sustainable development can foster greater understanding and
cooperation among the countries bordering the South China Sea,
contributing o peace, stability, and prosperity in the region.

6. Engagement with External Powers: External powers, including the United
States, Japan, and European counfries, should support efforts fo peacefully
resolve the South China Sea disputfe through diplomatic means, uphold the
principles of international law, and promote freedom of navigation and

overflight in accordance with UNCLOS.

7. Track II Diplomacy and People-to-People Exchanges: Track II diplomacy
initiatives, involving non-governmental organizations, think tanks, academics,
and civil society groups, can complement official diplomatic efforts by
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fostering dialogue, promoting mutual understanding, and generating creative
ideas for resolving the South China Sea dispute.

20.04.2024

www.bpscconceptwallah.com




