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TOPIC-2 NCLAT (The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal) 

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is an important quasi-judicial body in India that deals with issues related to company law 

and insolvency. Here’s a brief note on the NCLAT: 

Establishment and Jurisdiction 

1. Establishment: The NCLAT was constituted under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013. It was established to hear appeals against the 
orders of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

2. Jurisdiction: The NCLAT hears appeals against: 
o Orders of the NCLT. 
o Orders passed by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016. 
o Orders passed by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) relating to competition law. 
o Certain orders under the Companies Act, 2013. 

Key Functions 

1. Company Law: The NCLAT handles appeals on matters relating to company law disputes, including mergers and acquisitions, 
shareholder disputes, and corporate governance issues. 

2. Insolvency and Bankruptcy: It serves as the appellate authority for cases under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, which 
involves the resolution of insolvency and bankruptcy matters for companies and individuals. 

3. Competition Law: The NCLAT also adjudicates on appeals related to anti-competitive practices and regulations, as decided by the CCI. 

Structure and Composition 

1. Bench Composition: The NCLAT typically consists of a Chairperson and a number of judicial and technical members as notified by the 
government. 

2. Appointments: Members of the NCLAT are appointed by the central government, with the Chairperson typically being a retired or 
serving judge of the Supreme Court or a Chief Justice of a High Court. 

Role and Importance 
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1. Dispute Resolution: The NCLAT plays a crucial role in resolving corporate disputes efficiently, providing a faster alternative to the 
traditional court system. 

2. Corporate Governance: By adjudicating on matters of company law, the NCLAT contributes to better corporate governance practices 
and compliance with legal standards. 

3. Economic Stability: Its role in insolvency resolution helps maintain economic stability by ensuring timely and effective resolution of 
distressed assets. 

 

TOPIC-3 RIVER RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION 

 

Constitutional Provisions 

1. Article 262: This article empowers the Parliament to legislate on disputes relating to waters of inter-state rivers or river valleys. It also 
allows the Parliament to provide that neither the Supreme Court nor any other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such 
dispute. 

2. Seventh Schedule: Water is a state subject under Entry 17 of List II (State List) but is also listed in Entry 56 of List I (Union List) 
concerning inter-state rivers and river valleys, allowing the Union to legislate on this matter. 

Key Legislation 

1. Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956: This Act provides for the adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter-state rivers and 
river valleys. Under this Act: 

o Tribunal Formation: When a state government makes a complaint regarding a water dispute and it is not resolved through 
negotiations, the Central Government can constitute a Water Disputes Tribunal to adjudicate the dispute. 
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o Binding Awards: The decision of the tribunal is final and binding on the parties to the dispute. The Act was amended in 2002 to 
include a mechanism for data collection and maintenance by a Central agency. 

2. River Boards Act, 1956: This Act provides for the establishment of river boards by the Central Government in consultation with state 
governments to advise on the integrated development of inter-state river basins. 

Mechanisms and Tribunals 

1. Tribunals: Various tribunals have been constituted over the years to resolve inter-state water disputes. Some of the notable ones 
include: 

o Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal: For disputes between Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Puducherry. 
o Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal: For disputes between Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh. 
o Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal: For disputes between Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan. 

2. Inter-State Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 2019: This bill proposes a single, permanent tribunal with multiple benches to resolve all 
inter-state river water disputes, aimed at speeding up the resolution process. 

Legal Precedents and Case Laws 

1. Supreme Court Judgments: While Article 262 restricts the jurisdiction of courts, the Supreme Court has occasionally intervened in inter-
state water disputes, especially to enforce the awards of tribunals or to interpret legal provisions. 

Inter-State Agreements 

1. Agreements and MOUs: States often enter into bilateral or multilateral agreements for the sharing of river waters. These agreements 
are sometimes mediated by the Central Government and are legally binding. 

Challenges and Issues 

1. Implementation of Tribunal Awards: There are often delays and disputes over the implementation of tribunal awards, leading to 
prolonged legal and political battles. 

2. Data and Monitoring: Accurate data on river flows and usage is crucial for fair adjudication, but discrepancies and lack of reliable data 
can hinder the process. 

3. Climate Change and Variability: Changing climate patterns and variability in monsoons add to the complexity of water distribution, 
requiring adaptive and flexible management strategies. 
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Heat Waves in India 

Definition and Characteristics 

• Heat Wave: According to the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD), a heat wave is declared when the maximum temperature reaches 
at least 40°C in the plains, 37°C in coastal areas, and 30°C in hilly regions. A departure from normal temperature by 4.5°C to 6.4°C is 
considered a heat wave, and a departure of more than 6.4°C is termed a severe heat wave. 

• Duration and Intensity: Heat waves typically occur during the pre-monsoon season (March to June), with May being the hottest month. 
The duration can range from a few days to several weeks. 
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Causes 

• Climatic Factors: High pressure systems, clear skies, and prolonged dry conditions can lead to extreme heat. 
• Urban Heat Islands: Cities with dense infrastructure and limited green spaces can experience higher temperatures. 
• Climate Change: Increasing global temperatures and changing weather patterns contribute to the frequency and intensity of heat waves. 

Impact 

• Health Risks: Increased incidences of heat-related illnesses, including heat strokes and dehydration. 
• Agriculture: Adverse effects on crops, livestock, and water resources. 
• Economy: Decreased labor productivity, increased energy demand, and strain on infrastructure. 

Heat Strokes 

Definition and Symptoms 

• Heat Stroke: A severe medical condition resulting from prolonged exposure to high temperatures, where the body's temperature 
regulation fails, leading to an internal temperature rise above 40°C. 

• Symptoms: High body temperature, altered mental state or behavior (confusion, agitation, slurred speech), nausea, flushed skin, rapid 
breathing, and a racing heart rate. 

Risk Factors 

• Vulnerable Populations: Elderly, young children, individuals with chronic illnesses, and outdoor workers are more susceptible. 
• Lack of Acclimatization: Sudden exposure to high temperatures without gradual acclimatization increases risk. 
• Dehydration: Insufficient water intake can exacerbate the effects of high temperatures. 

Prevention and Management 

• Hydration: Regular intake of water and electrolytes. 
• Shelter: Seeking shade and staying indoors during peak heat hours. 
• Clothing: Wearing light, loose-fitting clothing and using hats or umbrellas for protection. 
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• Medical Attention: Immediate cooling measures (cool baths, wet cloths) and seeking emergency medical help for symptoms of heat 
stroke. 

Government and Community Initiatives 

• Early Warning Systems: IMD issues heat wave warnings and advisories to inform the public and authorities. 
• Heat Action Plans: Local governments in many states have developed heat action plans, which include public awareness campaigns, 

setting up cooling centers, and ensuring medical facilities are prepared for heat-related illnesses. 
• Public Awareness: Dissemination of information on preventive measures through media, schools, and community organizations. 

Recent Trends 

• Increasing Frequency: Studies show an increase in the frequency and duration of heat waves in India, attributed to climate change. 
• High-Impact Areas: Northern, central, and eastern India are particularly vulnerable, with states like Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and 

Odisha frequently experiencing extreme heat conditions. 
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Assam, located in the northeastern region of India, is crisscrossed by several major rivers, making it particularly susceptible to 
flooding. The rivers not only provide vital resources and support the local economy but also pose significant challenges due to 
annual flood events. Here’s a brief overview of the major rivers in Assam and the flooding issues they cause: 

Major Rivers in Assam 

 

1. Brahmaputra River 
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o Source: Originates in the Tibetan Himalayas as the Yarlung Tsangpo, it enters India through Arunachal Pradesh and 
flows through Assam. 

o Significance: The Brahmaputra is one of the largest rivers in the world and the lifeline of Assam. It supports 
agriculture, provides water resources, and is a major transportation route. 

o Flooding: The Brahmaputra is notorious for its severe and frequent floods, which are exacerbated by its large 
catchment area, high sediment load, and monsoon rains. 

2. Barak River 
o Source: Originates in the hills of Manipur and flows through the Barak Valley in Assam. 
o Significance: The Barak River is crucial for irrigation and supports a significant portion of the population in the Barak 

Valley. 
o Flooding: The river frequently floods during the monsoon season, affecting areas in the Cachar, Karimganj, and 

Hailakandi districts. 
3. Subansiri River 

o Source: Originates in the Tibet Autonomous Region and flows through Arunachal Pradesh before entering Assam. 
o Significance: It is a major tributary of the Brahmaputra and supports agriculture and hydropower projects. 
o Flooding: The Subansiri contributes to the flooding of the Brahmaputra basin, particularly during heavy rains and 

glacial melt periods. 
4. Manas River 

o Source: Originates in the Bhutan Himalayas and flows into Assam. 
o Significance: The river flows through the Manas National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and supports 

biodiversity and local livelihoods. 
o Flooding: The Manas River can cause severe floods, particularly in the Baksa and Barpeta districts. 

Causes of Flooding in Assam 

1. Monsoon Rains 
o Heavy monsoon rains from June to September lead to an increase in river water levels, often causing rivers to 

overflow their banks. 
2. Topography 

o Assam's low-lying topography and the presence of numerous river channels make it naturally prone to flooding. 
3. Sediment Load 
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o High sediment loads from the Himalayas carried by rivers like the Brahmaputra reduce the river's capacity and lead to 
frequent overflows. 

4. Deforestation and Land Use Changes 
o Deforestation in the upstream regions and changes in land use patterns have exacerbated the frequency and intensity 

of floods. 
5. Climate Change 

o Changing climate patterns, including unpredictable and intense rainfall, contribute to more severe and frequent 
flooding events. 

Impact of Flooding 

1. Human Lives and Property 
o Floods lead to loss of lives, displacement of people, and destruction of property. Homes, infrastructure, and 

agricultural lands are severely affected. 
2. Agriculture 

o Standing crops are destroyed, leading to significant economic losses for farmers and impacting food security in the 
region. 

3. Health 
o Flooding can lead to waterborne diseases, affecting public health. The displacement of people also creates challenges 

for sanitation and access to clean water. 
4. Biodiversity 

o Floods affect wildlife and their habitats, particularly in protected areas like national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. 

Mitigation and Management 

1. Flood Control Infrastructure 
o Construction and maintenance of embankments, dikes, and levees to contain river overflows. 
o Development of reservoirs and dams for flood control and water management. 

2. Early Warning Systems 
o Implementation of advanced flood forecasting and early warning systems to provide timely alerts to communities. 

3. Disaster Preparedness 
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o Strengthening disaster preparedness and response mechanisms, including efficient evacuation plans and relief 
measures. 

4. Afforestation and Land Management 
o Promoting afforestation and sustainable land use practices to reduce runoff and sediment load in rivers. 

5. Community Awareness 
o Educating communities about flood risks and promoting resilient agricultural and housing practices. 
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