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G7 and its Relevance 

Overview 

The Group of Seven (G7) is an intergovernmental organization consisting of seven of the 

world’s largest advanced economies: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States. The European Union is also represented at G7 meetings. 
Established in the 1970s, the G7 provides a platform for member countries to discuss and 

coordinate economic policies, address global issues, and collaborate on a wide range of political 

and security matters. 

Relevance in Global Geopolitics 

The G7 plays a significant role in global geopolitics due to its members' economic and political 

influence. Here are key aspects of its relevance: 

1. Economic Influence 

o The G7 countries represent about 40% of global GDP and are major players in 

international trade, finance, and investment. 
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o They have significant influence over international financial institutions like the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. 

2. Political Leadership 

o The G7 acts as a forum for discussing and coordinating responses to global 

political challenges, including security threats, conflicts, and diplomatic issues. 

o It provides a platform for its members to exert collective influence on 

international policies and decisions. 

3. Addressing Global Issues 

o The G7 addresses critical global challenges such as climate change, poverty, 

health pandemics, and technological advancements. 

o It sets the agenda for international discussions and often leads in mobilizing 

resources and formulating policies to tackle these issues. 

4. Coordination in Crisis Management 

o The G7 has been pivotal in coordinating responses to global crises, such as the 

financial crisis of 2008, the COVID-19 pandemic, and geopolitical tensions. 

Positive Impacts on India 

1. Economic Collaboration 

o Market Access: G7 countries are significant trade partners for India. 

Collaborations can lead to better market access and trade agreements. 

o Investment: Increased foreign direct investment (FDI) from G7 countries can 

boost India's economic growth and infrastructure development. 
o Technology Transfer: Partnerships with G7 nations can facilitate technology 

transfer, enhancing India's industrial and technological capabilities. 

2. Political and Strategic Support 

o Global Leadership: Support from G7 countries can bolster India’s aspirations for 

a more significant role in global governance institutions like the United Nations 

Security Council. 

o Diplomatic Backing: G7 support can strengthen India’s position in regional and 

international disputes. 

3. Tackling Global Challenges 

o Climate Change: Collaborating with G7 countries on climate initiatives can help 

India address its environmental challenges and transition to sustainable energy 

sources. 

o Health Initiatives: Joint efforts in healthcare can improve India's healthcare 

infrastructure and preparedness for pandemics. 

Negative Impacts on India 

1. Economic Pressure 

o Trade Barriers: Protectionist policies or trade disputes with G7 countries can 

adversely affect India’s exports. 

o Regulatory Standards: High regulatory standards in G7 countries can pose 

challenges for Indian exporters, especially in sectors like pharmaceuticals and IT. 

2. Geopolitical Tensions 
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o Alignment with G7 Policies: India’s strategic autonomy might be challenged if it 

aligns too closely with G7 policies that conflict with its national interests or its 

relationships with other countries like Russia and China. 

o Regional Conflicts: G7 interventions in regional conflicts can complicate India’s 

diplomatic relations and regional stability. 

3. Environmental and Social Policies 

o Climate Commitments: Pressure from G7 countries to meet stringent climate 

goals can strain India’s economic development plans, especially if they require 

significant reductions in fossil fuel use. 

o Human Rights Issues: G7 emphasis on human rights can lead to international 

scrutiny and criticism of India’s domestic policies and practices. 

Conclusion 

The G7 remains a powerful entity in global geopolitics, influencing economic policies, political 

decisions, and responses to global challenges. For India, engagement with the G7 offers 

opportunities for economic growth, technological advancement, and enhanced global standing. 

However, it also presents challenges that require careful navigation to protect India’s national 

interests and maintain its strategic autonomy. Balancing collaboration with the G7 while 

addressing potential negative impacts is crucial for India's sustained development and 

geopolitical strategy. 
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Gig Workers in India 

Overview 

Gig workers are individuals who engage in short-term, flexible, or freelance work arrangements 

instead of traditional full-time employment. This type of work is facilitated by digital platforms 

that connect workers with clients or customers. The gig economy includes a wide range of jobs, 

from ride-sharing and food delivery to freelance writing and graphic design. 

Present Situation in India 

The gig economy in India has witnessed significant growth in recent years, driven by 

technological advancements, changing work preferences, and the rise of digital platforms. 

According to a report by the Boston Consulting Group and the Michael & Susan Dell 

Foundation, the gig economy in India has the potential to service up to 90 million jobs and 

contribute an additional 1.25% to India’s GDP. 

Key Sectors of Gig Work in India: 

1. Transportation: Ride-sharing services like Uber and Ola employ a large number of gig 

workers. 

2. Delivery Services: Food delivery platforms like Swiggy and Zomato, as well as e-

commerce delivery services like Amazon and Flipkart, rely heavily on gig workers. 

3. Freelancing: Platforms like Upwork and Fiverr enable freelance professionals to offer 

services such as writing, graphic design, and software development. 

4. Home Services: Platforms like UrbanClap (now Urban Company) connect customers 

with gig workers offering services like home cleaning, plumbing, and beauty treatments. 

Positives of Gig Working Culture 

1. Flexibility 

o Description: Gig workers enjoy flexible work schedules, allowing them to choose 

when and where they work. 

o Impact: This flexibility is especially beneficial for those who need to balance 

work with other responsibilities, such as students or caregivers. 
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o Example: A freelancer can work on multiple projects for different clients at their 

convenience. 

2. Income Opportunities 

o Description: Gig work provides additional income opportunities for individuals 

who may not have access to traditional employment. 

o Impact: It allows people to earn money based on their skills and availability, 

potentially leading to higher overall earnings. 

o Example: A person can drive for a ride-sharing service during weekends to 

supplement their income from a regular job. 

3. Skill Utilization and Development 

o Description: Gig work allows individuals to utilize and develop specific skills, 

often leading to professional growth and increased expertise. 

o Impact: Workers can build portfolios, gain diverse experience, and enhance their 

marketability. 

o Example: A graphic designer can take on varied projects, improving their skills 

and gaining exposure to different industries. 

4. Entrepreneurial Opportunities 

o Description: The gig economy fosters an entrepreneurial spirit, encouraging 

individuals to start their own ventures or freelance businesses. 

o Impact: This can lead to the creation of micro-enterprises and contribute to 

economic growth. 

o Example: A beautician can use a platform like UrbanClap to build a client base 

and eventually open their own salon. 

Negatives of Gig Working Culture 

1. Lack of Job Security 

o Description: Gig workers often face uncertainty regarding their income and 

employment stability, as work is not guaranteed. 

o Impact: This can lead to financial instability and stress, especially in the absence 

of a steady income. 

o Example: A ride-sharing driver may experience fluctuations in demand, leading 

to inconsistent earnings. 

2. Absence of Benefits 

o Description: Gig workers typically do not receive benefits such as health 

insurance, paid leave, or retirement plans. 

o Impact: This lack of social security can affect their long-term well-being and 

financial security. 

o Example: A food delivery rider does not get paid sick leave or health insurance, 

increasing their vulnerability. 

3. Limited Legal Protection 

o Description: Gig workers often lack the legal protections and labor rights 

afforded to traditional employees. 

o Impact: This can result in exploitation, unfair treatment, and lack of recourse in 

disputes. 
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o Example: A freelancer may not have a formal contract, making it difficult to 

address non-payment issues with clients. 

4. Isolation and Lack of Support 

o Description: Gig workers often work independently, which can lead to social 

isolation and lack of professional support. 

o Impact: This can affect mental health and limit opportunities for networking and 

professional development. 

o Example: A freelance writer working from home may miss out on the social 

interactions and support structures available in traditional workplaces. 

Policy and Regulatory Landscape in India 

India's regulatory framework is gradually evolving to address the challenges faced by gig 

workers. Some key initiatives include: 

1. Code on Social Security, 2020 

o Description: This code includes provisions for the welfare of gig and platform 

workers, aiming to extend social security benefits such as insurance and 

retirement plans. 

o Impact: It represents a significant step towards recognizing and addressing the 

needs of gig workers. 

2. State-Level Initiatives 

o Description: Some Indian states are exploring measures to protect gig workers, 

such as establishing welfare boards and providing health insurance. 
o Impact: These initiatives can provide much-needed support and security to gig 

workers at the regional level. 

Conclusion 

The gig economy in India presents both opportunities and challenges. On the positive side, it 

offers flexibility, additional income opportunities, skill development, and entrepreneurial 

possibilities. However, it also poses significant challenges, including lack of job security, 

absence of benefits, limited legal protection, and social isolation. 

Addressing these challenges requires a balanced approach that promotes the growth of the gig 

economy while ensuring fair treatment and social security for gig workers. Policymakers, 

businesses, and stakeholders must work together to create an inclusive and supportive 

environment that maximizes the benefits of gig work while mitigating its drawbacks. 
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About Central Consumer Protection Authority 

• As provided in the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, the Central Consumer Protection 

Authority (CCPA) has been established w.e.f. 24th July, 2020. 

• Objective: To promote, protect and enforce the rights of consumers as a class. 

• Composition: 

o It will have a Chief Commissioner as head, and only two other commissioners as 

members — one of whom will deal with matters relating to goods while the other 

will look into cases relating to services. 

• It will be empowered: 

o To conduct investigations into violation of consumer rights and institute 

complaints / prosecution, 

o Order recall of unsafe goods and services, 

o Order discontinuation of unfair trade practices and misleading advertisements, 
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o Impose penalties on manufacturers/endorsers/publishers of misleading 

advertisements. 

• Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. 

 

About:  

• Type of body: CBFC is a statutory body which Works in accordance with the provisions 

of the Cinematograph Act, 1952, and Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 1983. 

 

• Mandate: It is the censorship and classification body to regulate the public exhibition of 

films to ensure healthy entertainment and education to the public. 

 

• Parent body: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

 

• Established in: 1951.  

 

• Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

 

• Governance: The Board consists of a Chairperson and 25 other non-official members 

(all of whom are appointed by Government of India). Prasoon Joshi is the present 

chairperson.  



BPSC CONCEPT WALLAH NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS 14.06.2024 

10 
 

WWW.BPSCCONCEPTWALLAH.COM 

 

 

About Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

• It is an autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India. 

• The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 

2006, which is a consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India. 
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• Vision: Build a new India by enabling citizens to have safe and nutritious 

food, prevent diseases, and lead a healthy and happy life. 

• Mission: Set globally benchmarked standards for food, encourage and ensure that 

food businesses adhere to these standards, adopt good manufacturing and hygiene 

practices, and ultimately enable citizens to access safe and right food. 

Functions of FSSAI 

• FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation 

and supervision of food safety. 

• It lays down standards and guidelines in relation to articles of food, and provides for 

licensing, registration, and accreditation for food business operators. 

• Anyone selling or importing food in India needs a food licence issued by FSSAI. 

• FSSAI also directly monitors compliance of food regulations, especially in the area 

of food imports to India.  

• FSSAI officers carry out food import controls and ensure that the contain no harmful 

ingredients. To do this, they send selected test products from the import to accredited 

laboratories for inspection. 

• The FSSAI is also responsible for the accreditation of food testing 

laboratories throughout India. 

• The FSSAI is responsible for the Food Certification in India. 

• It is mandated to specify systems for enforcing its standards, for accreditation of 

certification systems, and for certification of food safety management systems for food 

businesses. 

What is the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006? 

It is an Act to consolidate the laws relating to food and to establish the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India for laying down science based standards for articles of food and to 

regulate their manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import, to ensure availability of safe 

and wholesome food for human consumption and for matters connected therewith or incidental 

thereto. 
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