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A tragic rail accident occurred on June 17, near New Jalpaiguri station in West Bengal's
Darjeeling district, when a goods train collided with the Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga Express
from Agartala. The incident resulted in nine fatalities and over 40 injuries.

Context and Background of the Article

The collision took place at 8:55 am, 11 km from New Jalpaiguri station. The impact derailed
three coaches of the Kanchanjunga Express and trapped passengers, making rescue
operations challenging. The deceased included seven passengers, the loco pilot of the goods
train, and another railway staff member. Initial investigations suggest human error and signal
failures as potential causes.

How it is Relevant for BPSC Exam

● Disaster Management: Understanding the causes and response to rail accidents is
crucial for disaster management sections.

● Public Administration: Insights into railway safety protocols and administrative responses
to accidents can be relevant for public administration topics.

● Infrastructure and Safety: The discussion on signal systems and safety measures in
railways is important for infrastructure-related questions.

Summary of the Article (Value addition)

● Need for Reforms in Railway Infrastructure
○ Modernizing Signal Systems:

■ The accident underscores the critical need to modernize India's railway
signalling systems. Outdated and malfunctioning signals can lead to
severe accidents, as seen in this incident where the automatic signalling
system was down, and trains were given 'paper line clearance'.

■ Implementation of advanced digital signalling and automatic train control
systems can prevent human errors and enhance safety.

○ Upgrading Track Infrastructure:
■ Regular maintenance and upgrading of railway tracks are essential to

ensure safe and smooth train operations. Poor track conditions can
contribute to derailments and accidents.

■ Investment in high-quality tracks and modern track-laying technologies
can improve the overall reliability of the railway network.

○ Enhanced Safety Protocols:
■ Strengthening safety protocols and ensuring strict adherence can

minimize the risk of accidents. This includes regular safety drills,
comprehensive training for railway staff, and stringent checks on
compliance with safety standards.



■ Adoption of international best practices in railway safety can help India
improve its safety record.

○ Investment in Technology:
■ Embracing new technologies such as predictive maintenance, real-time

monitoring of train operations, and AI-driven safety systems can
significantly reduce the likelihood of accidents.

■ Technologies like drones and satellite imagery can be used for regular
inspection and monitoring of railway infrastructure.

○ Human Resource Development:
■ Continuous training and skill development for railway personnel are

crucial. Ensuring that all staff are well-versed with the latest safety
procedures and technologies can enhance the overall safety of train
operations.

■ Establishing a culture of safety within the railway organization, where
safety is prioritized at all levels, is necessary.

○ Public-Private Partnerships:
■ Encouraging public-private partnerships can bring in additional investment

and expertise to modernize railway infrastructure.
■ Collaboration with private firms can lead to the adoption of innovative

solutions and efficient management practices.

Conclusion
The tragic collision between the Kanchanjunga Express and a goods train near New Jalpaiguri
highlights critical issues in railway safety and signal management. The incident underscores the
need for rigorous safety protocols and effective disaster response mechanisms to prevent such
accidents in the future. Implementing comprehensive reforms in railway infrastructure, including
modernizing signal systems, upgrading tracks, enhancing safety protocols, investing in
technology, and developing human resources, is crucial to ensuring the safety and efficiency of
India's railway network.









Context and Background of the Article

This article discusses the challenges and strategies for India’s trade policy in the context of the
newly elected government’s quest for a “Viksit Bharat” (Developed India). It highlights the
importance of trade in achieving economic growth and competitiveness, drawing comparisons
with East Asian countries. The article underscores the impact of recent global events such as
the Global Financial Crisis of 2008, the Euro Zone struggles of 2010, and the COVID-19
pandemic on global trade policies, which have led to a shift towards protectionism and
self-reliance.

Relevance for BPSC

● Economics: The article provides insights into India’s trade policy, import substitution vs.
export promotion, and the role of FTAs (Free Trade Agreements), which are relevant for
questions on economic policies and international trade.

● Current Affairs: Understanding India’s stance on global trade agreements like RCEP and
CPTPP is crucial for current affairs.

● Geopolitics: The comparison of India with China and other South Asian economies
provides a geopolitical context that is useful for the International Relations section.

● Public Policy: Discussion on schemes like Production-Linked Incentives (PLIs) and
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can be referenced in public policy and governance
questions.

Summary of the Article

Introduction
The article discusses the critical need for India to balance its trade policies in the quest for a
developed nation, "Viksit Bharat." It emphasizes the importance of enhancing competitiveness
through increased trade, drawing lessons from the successes of East Asian economies and the
recent global shifts towards protectionism.

● Context and Global Trends
○ Global Financial Crisis and COVID-19 Impact:

■ The Global Financial Crisis of 2008, the Euro Zone struggles of 2010, and
the economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic have led to
significant disruptions in global trade.

■ These events have prompted many governments to adopt protectionist
measures, industrial policies, and self-reliance strategies, deviating from
previously established trade liberalization norms.

○ East Asian Model:
■ East Asian economies, through increased trade and integration with

global value chains, have achieved remarkable economic growth and
competitiveness.



■ India needs to emulate these strategies to achieve similar success, as
trade plays a crucial role in economic development.

● India's Trade Challenges and Policies
○ Atmanirbhar Bharat vs. Global Integration:

■ The government's ambition of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India)
focuses on prioritizing domestic goods over imports, which conflicts with
the goal of achieving $1 trillion worth of exports.

■ To boost exports, India needs to integrate with global value chains, which
requires openness to foreign direct investment (FDI) and import
competition.

○ Import Tariffs and Export Promotion:
■ Import tariffs act as an export tax, making domestic products less

competitive in the global market.
■ India's hard-earned lesson is that export promotion and import

substitution are conflicting policies, and the country needs to find a
balance between the two.

○ Production-Linked Incentives (PLI):
■ Schemes like PLIs provide performance-based financial incentives for

local production, aiming to augment local capacity.
■ As of November 2023, PLI schemes have resulted in Rs 8.61 lakh crore

worth of production/sales and generated employment for over 6.78 lakh
people.

● Trade Agreements and Global Integration
○ Free Trade Agreements (FTAs):**

■ India has signed several FTAs in recent years, including the
India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership
Agreement (CECPA), the India-UAE Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA), and the India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (CECTA).

■ The latest Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with EFTA
countries (Switzerland, Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein) secured
commitments of $100 billion and 1 million direct jobs over the next 15
years.

○ Reluctance towards Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs):
■ Despite supporting multilateralism, India remains ambiguous about joining

mega-regional trade agreements like the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the Comprehensive and Progressive
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

■ Non-participation in these agreements may be interpreted as a sign of
weakness and could hinder India's strategic trade interests.

● Geopolitical and Economic Positioning
○ Comparisons with China and South Asia:



■ India aims to position itself as an alternate manufacturing destination to
China and compete with other South Asian economies like Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Bangladesh.

■ However, this is a descent from being compared with China a decade
ago, indicating the need for more aggressive trade and economic policies.

○ Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI):
■ India has developed public digital platforms that have the potential to

transform lives and boost its global influence.
■ DPI can serve as a low-cost, software-based version of China's

infrastructure-led Belt and Road Initiative, showcasing India's soft power.

Conclusion
The article calls for India to embrace a more open and proactive trade policy to achieve its
economic and strategic goals. It emphasizes the importance of integrating with global markets,
promoting job creation, and adopting a forward-looking approach to trade negotiations. The
article suggests that India needs to shed its protectionist tendencies and adopt a more liberal
trade policy akin to the 1991 reforms to position itself as a significant global player.









The article discusses the adoption challenges and potential benefits of the Direct Seeding of
Rice (DSR) technique promoted by the Punjab government. Despite efforts to encourage its
use, DSR has seen limited acceptance among farmers due to various practical issues.

Context and Background of the Article

Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR) is a technique promoted by the Punjab government to reduce
water and labor usage in paddy cultivation. Despite its potential benefits, DSR has not been
widely adopted by farmers. The government aims to increase DSR adoption by offering financial
incentives. The article examines the reasons behind the slow uptake and the conditions
necessary for DSR to be successful.

How it is Relevant for BPSC Exam

● Agriculture: Understanding new agricultural techniques like DSR is crucial for questions
related to sustainable farming practices and water conservation.

● Environment: The article highlights the significance of water-saving techniques, which is
relevant for environmental studies and resource management.

● Current Affairs: Keeping abreast of government initiatives and their impact on agriculture
can be useful for current affairs sections.

● Public Policy: Discussing the role of government incentives and farmer support provides
insights into policy-making and implementation.

Summary of the Article

● Traditional vs. DSR Method:
○ Traditional method involves preparing seedlings in nurseries and transplanting

them into flooded fields, which is labor- and water-intensive but maximizes yields.
○ DSR skips nursery preparation and directly sows seeds into the field, reducing

the need for labor and water.
● DSR Technique and Benefits

○ Process of DSR:
■ Fields are irrigated and prepared using a laser leveler before sowing.
■ Seeds are treated with fungicide, soaked, and dried before being sown

with a seed drill or lucky seeder machine.
■ Irrigation occurs 21 days after sowing, with subsequent rounds depending

on soil type and monsoon rains.
○ Water and Labor Savings:

■ DSR can reduce water usage by 15-20%, compared to the traditional
method that requires 3,600 to 4,125 liters of water per kilogram of rice
and 25-27 rounds of irrigation.

■ The technique requires fewer labor inputs and the crop matures 7-10
days earlier, allowing more time for managing paddy straw.



● Challenges and Soil Suitability
○ Soil Texture:

■ DSR is more suitable for heavy or medium-to-heavy-textured soils, which
retain water better than light-textured soils

■ Only 20% of Punjab’s soil is light-textured, with most regions having
medium to heavy soils.

○ Iron Content:
■ The presence of plant-available iron is crucial for DSR success.

Iron-deficient soils are unsuitable and can lead to poor yields
■ Using ferrous iron supplements can improve soil suitability for DSR.

○ Practical Issues:
■ Farmers using DSR in unsuitable soils may experience poor yields and

revert to traditional methods.
■ Negative experiences and word-of-mouth feedback can dissuade others

from adopting DSR.
● Strategies for Adoption

○ Education and Support:
■ Educating farmers about the proper use of DSR and providing support

through training and helplines can improve adoption rates.
○ Incentives and Compensation:

■ Offering compensation for initial losses can encourage farmers to
continue using DSR despite early setbacks.

Conclusion
The DSR technique offers significant benefits in terms of water and labor savings, crucial for
regions like Punjab facing water scarcity. However, successful adoption depends on suitable soil
conditions and adequate farmer support. By addressing these challenges through education,
support, and incentives, DSR can become a viable alternative to traditional paddy
transplantation.




