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The Congress party has raised concerns over the proposed Rs 72,000-crore infrastructure 
upgrade on Great Nicobar Island, describing it as a significant threat to the island's indigenous 
inhabitants and fragile ecosystem. The party has demanded the immediate suspension of all 
clearances and a thorough review of the project.

Context and Background of the Article

Great Nicobar Island, part of the Nicobar Islands in the southeastern Bay of Bengal, is set to 
undergo a major infrastructure upgrade, including an International Container Transshipment 
Terminal (ICTT), a greenfield international airport, a township, and a gas and solar power plant. 
This project, led by the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation 
(ANIIDCO), aims to leverage the strategic location of the island. However, it has faced 
significant opposition from conservationists, wildlife biologists, local tribal councils, and the 
Congress party due to environmental and social concerns.

How it is Relevant for BPSC Exam

● Environment and Ecology: The article highlights critical issues related to environmental 
conservation, the impact of large-scale projects on fragile ecosystems, and the 
importance of sustainable development, which are essential for environmental studies.

● Current Affairs: The ongoing debate about the project, its strategic importance, and 
opposition by various stakeholders is pertinent for current events.

● Public Administration: Insights into the administrative and legal aspects of project 
clearances and the role of various governmental and non-governmental bodies provide 
valuable knowledge for public administration topics.

● Geopolitics and National Security: The strategic importance of the Bay of Bengal and 
Indian Ocean region, as well as India's efforts to counter China's influence, are relevant 
for geopolitics and national security discussions.

Summary of the Article (Value addition)

● Details of the Proposed Project
○ Infrastructure Development:

■ The project includes an International Container Transshipment Terminal 
(ICTT), a greenfield international airport with a capacity to handle 4,000 
passengers per hour, a township, and a gas and solar-based power plant.

■ Spread across 16,610 hectares, the project aims to tap into the island's 
strategic location near major shipping routes and enhance its maritime 
and tourism potential.

○ Strategic Importance:
■ Great Nicobar's location near the Malacca Strait, a key maritime choke 

point, positions it as a crucial area for regional and global maritime 
economy participation.



■ The project aligns with India's strategic interests in countering Chinese 
influence in the Indian Ocean region, including China's military facilities 
near the region.

● Environmental and Social Concerns
○ Impact on Indigenous Tribes:

■ The Shompen and Nicobarese tribes, who inhabit the island, face 
potential displacement and disruption of their traditional lifestyles.

■ Allegations that the project violates tribal rights and lacks adequate 
consultation with local tribal councils have been raised.

○ Ecological Impact:
■ The project threatens the island's biodiversity, including the felling of 

nearly a million trees and destruction of coral reefs in Galathea Bay.
■ Endangered species such as the Nicobar Megapode bird and leatherback 

turtles are at risk due to habitat disruption.
○ Seismic Vulnerability:

■ The proposed port is in a seismically active zone that experienced 
significant subsidence during the 2004 tsunami, raising concerns about 
the project's safety and sustainability.

● Political and Legal Reactions
○ Congress Party's Stand:

■ Former Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh has demanded an 
immediate suspension of clearances and a comprehensive review by 
Parliamentary committees.

■ The Congress party emphasizes the need for a balanced approach that 
considers environmental sustainability and tribal rights.

○ Legal Challenges:
■ In April 2023, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) ordered the formation of 

a high-power committee to review the project's environmental and forest 
clearances.

■ Despite opposition, the project has received preliminary approvals, and 
the government is moving forward with the planning and bidding process.

● Need for Reforms in Infrastructure Development
○ Sustainable Development Practices:

■ Integrating sustainable development practices into large-scale projects is 
crucial to balance economic growth with environmental preservation.

■ Conducting thorough Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) and 
ensuring genuine consultation with affected communities can help 
mitigate negative impacts.

○ Strengthening Legal Frameworks:
■ Enhancing legal frameworks to protect vulnerable ecosystems and 

indigenous rights is necessary.
■ Regular reviews and stringent enforcement of environmental laws can 

prevent ecological degradation and ensure accountability.
○ Innovative and Eco-friendly Solutions:



■ Adopting innovative technologies and eco-friendly solutions, such as 
renewable energy sources and sustainable construction practices, can 
reduce the ecological footprint of development projects.

■ Encouraging community participation in project planning and 
implementation fosters transparency and inclusivity.

Conclusion

The proposed infrastructure upgrade on Great Nicobar Island highlights the complex interplay 
between development, environmental conservation, and social equity. While the project 
promises strategic and economic benefits, it poses significant risks to the island's fragile 
ecosystem and indigenous communities. A balanced and sustainable approach, incorporating 
robust environmental safeguards and genuine stakeholder engagement, is essential to ensure 
that development does not come at the cost of ecological and social well-being.











A tragic rail accident occurred on June 17, near New Jalpaiguri station in West Bengal's
Darjeeling district, when a goods train collided with the Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga Express
from Agartala. The incident resulted in nine fatalities and over 40 injuries.

Context and Background of the Article

The collision took place at 8:55 am, 11 km from New Jalpaiguri station. The impact derailed
three coaches of the Kanchanjunga Express and trapped passengers, making rescue
operations challenging. The deceased included seven passengers, the loco pilot of the goods
train, and another railway staff member. Initial investigations suggest human error and signal
failures as potential causes.

How it is Relevant for BPSC Exam

● Disaster Management: Understanding the causes and response to rail accidents is
crucial for disaster management sections.

● Public Administration: Insights into railway safety protocols and administrative responses
to accidents can be relevant for public administration topics.

● Infrastructure and Safety: The discussion on signal systems and safety measures in
railways is important for infrastructure-related questions.

Summary of the Article (Value addition)

● Need for Reforms in Railway Infrastructure
○ Modernizing Signal Systems:

■ The accident underscores the critical need to modernize India's railway
signalling systems. Outdated and malfunctioning signals can lead to
severe accidents, as seen in this incident where the automatic signalling
system was down, and trains were given 'paper line clearance'.

■ Implementation of advanced digital signalling and automatic train control
systems can prevent human errors and enhance safety.

○ Upgrading Track Infrastructure:
■ Regular maintenance and upgrading of railway tracks are essential to

ensure safe and smooth train operations. Poor track conditions can
contribute to derailments and accidents.

■ Investment in high-quality tracks and modern track-laying technologies
can improve the overall reliability of the railway network.

○ Enhanced Safety Protocols:
■ Strengthening safety protocols and ensuring strict adherence can

minimize the risk of accidents. This includes regular safety drills,
comprehensive training for railway staff, and stringent checks on
compliance with safety standards.



■ Adoption of international best practices in railway safety can help India
improve its safety record.

○ Investment in Technology:
■ Embracing new technologies such as predictive maintenance, real-time

monitoring of train operations, and AI-driven safety systems can
significantly reduce the likelihood of accidents.

■ Technologies like drones and satellite imagery can be used for regular
inspection and monitoring of railway infrastructure.

○ Human Resource Development:
■ Continuous training and skill development for railway personnel are

crucial. Ensuring that all staff are well-versed with the latest safety
procedures and technologies can enhance the overall safety of train
operations.

■ Establishing a culture of safety within the railway organization, where
safety is prioritized at all levels, is necessary.

○ Public-Private Partnerships:
■ Encouraging public-private partnerships can bring in additional investment

and expertise to modernize railway infrastructure.
■ Collaboration with private firms can lead to the adoption of innovative

solutions and efficient management practices.

Conclusion
The tragic collision between the Kanchanjunga Express and a goods train near New Jalpaiguri
highlights critical issues in railway safety and signal management. The incident underscores the
need for rigorous safety protocols and effective disaster response mechanisms to prevent such
accidents in the future. Implementing comprehensive reforms in railway infrastructure, including
modernizing signal systems, upgrading tracks, enhancing safety protocols, investing in
technology, and developing human resources, is crucial to ensuring the safety and efficiency of
India's railway network.
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